
PREFACE


Water is essential for human survival. Clean drinking water is indispensable to ensure good human health.  Article 25 of the Universal Declaration of Human Right says: “Water is the single most important element needed in order for people to achieve the universal human right to a standard of living adequate for the health and well being of himself and his family”.  Polluted water constitutes a grave danger to human health.  Nitrates and fluorides in water cause blue baby syndrome, fluorosis                        and carcinogenic effects. Lead, mercury, cadmium, nickel, iron can cause kidney ailments and cancers.  Pesticides in water can cause carcinogenic effects and neurological ailments.  According to a WHO – UNICEF sponsored study, as many as 200 districts in India have a high fluoride concentration in ground water.


Access to water should be considered as a human right.  There should not be any place for profit-making in water development and management.  Water should flow to all.  Water should not be “packaged” or “bottled” and sold at exorbitant              prices.  Unfortunately, in many of the Indian Cities, selling water has become the most-profitable venture.  According to World Water Council, all have a right to water, but more than 1.2 billion in the world do not have access to water and more than 2 billion lack access to sanitation.  Even among those who have access to drinking water, only a small proportion seems to be enjoying continuous organized water supply through taps for 24 hours in a day. Due to lack of organized water supply through surface-water resources in many areas of the globe, ground water is being overexploited resulting in groundwater falling to inaccessible depths in many areas.


What is the scenario relating to access to drinking water in India?  It is to answer this question; the present document has been brought out. The document analyses the data relating to access of households to drinking water given by the Census of India 2001, at all-India and state levels. The Census of India, 2001 provides data pertaining to access of households to drinking water by source and its location. The data does not include institutional households. The various types of source of water supply cover tap, hand pump, tube well, well, tank, pond, lake, river, canal, spring, and others.  In case any household used water from two or more sources, the drinking water source type availed of more during the greater part of the year has been considered as the source for the household.  The location of source of drinking water has been classified into three categories based on the distance, viz., “within the premises”, “‘near the premises” (i.e., when the available source is located within a radius of 100 metres in urban areas and 500 metres in the case of rural areas) and “away from the premises”.  The drinking water source has been considered “away”, if it is located beyond 100 metres for the households in urban areas and more than 500 metres for the households living in rural areas.  


The idea of bringing out the instant document, which contains seven chapters, was conceived by Sh. J. Nagarajan, Senior Social Scientist.  He designed the format of draft in which the document is to be presented.  He also undertook the final editing of the report.  The drafting of the report in the prescribed format, computerization of data, processing of data to generate the required analytical tables and analysis of data etc. were carried out by Sh. C.A. Lokesh.  Sh. R.S. Meena and Sh. T.Tete helped in computerization as well as processing of data.  Sh. P.P. Tuteja ably assisted in editing the draft and finalizing the report. The supervision of the work of staff was done by Sh. B.K. Bharti, Senior Research Officer.


It is hoped that this document would be found useful by policy-makers, administrators, urban planners, researchers and academicians. 

New Delhi                                                                  ( K .T. Gurumukhi )           

January, 2006                                                                Chief Planner          
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